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Aug. 5: Representatives of the dissident faction of the Volkswagen plant union announced plans for
a general assembly meeting on Aug. 6 in Puebla. (See SourceMex 08/05/92 for most recent coverage
of shutdown.) Meanwhile, workers continued to demonstrate outside Labor and Social Welfare
Secretariat headquarters (STPS) in Mexico City. Aug. 7: The federal Arbitration and Conciliation
Council opened proceedings on Volkswagen management's request to terminate the union contract
for 15,300 workers, and arrangements for severance pay. Union lawyers requested that the Council
dismiss the company's proposal, and called for reinstatement of all employees. Council attorneys
said that while the arbitration board members have committed themselves to reaching a decision as
soon as possible, there is no deadline. Aug. 9: Thousands of Volkswagen union members, striking
textile workers, and laid off oil workers demonstrated in Mexico City. Aug. 10: Union sources said
the federal arbitration board will reach a decision this week on Volkswagen management's petition
to annul the union contract. Over 6,000 of slightly more than 10,000 union members with voting
rights signed a petition distributed by the dissident faction to participate in a general assembly
meeting in Puebla. The principal agenda item for the meeting, to take place Aug. 15, is to elect union
leadership. Labor Minister Arsenio Farell attempted and failed to mediate between the two factions
of the union. (Sources: Notimex, 08/05/92, 08/08/92; Agence France-Presse, 08/07/92, 08/09/92,
08/10/92)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

